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HO the preſs i ts an unto all, * 
© trifles of all. kinds are printed every 
day, yet the author of the following 
dar (ſuch. is the modeſty of a 
maiden author!) imagines himſelf to fland.in 
need of an excuſe for making this publick ap- 
peal to the world : And he hath aefir'd me, 
who am his Friend, to write a ſhort Preface 
for him, by way of Apology : — Now as to all 
Abologies,” which ſmell of the anvil, and are 
the work of labour and invention, 2 | 
own they are my averſion, and what in 


21 caſe ] judge altogether unneceſſary 


will be very ſufficient, if in few words I Oe 
plain the 22 $a, 68 , and fate the caſe. as 


5 ſtands between him that makes the appeal, 
and the Church, bg N ts call ds in w_—_ 


Lion. 


AS Let 
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Let it be obſerved then, by hoſe < 01 
give themſelves the trouble ti read and judge in 
this affair, that the Sermon on Chriſt's Fear of 
Death, was drawn uf by the author as an Eſſa 
ill, upon a difficult ſubject, to ſatisfy his 
2 Hu got for the u 5 4 2 
Congregation, without .the leaft intention of 
making it ſo public as it will be nau: But 
having it with him at Nottingham, not long 
after, and being ſollicited by his old Friend, 
Mr. Fl---d, affiftant (as they call it) at that 
time to Mr. Batſon, to preach his part of the 
day, he conſented, after much 'intreaty, and 
deliver d the ſubſtance of what be has; no 
printed; "ſpeaking as he verily thought, the 
vords of truth, and ſoberneſs, and 5 ma 2 calm 
and der manner. LIP 


Bur whether the company eb came fo 
the Preſbyterian Church to hear him, gave of- 
fence, or whether the good people Gl aſleep, 
and while they ſlept, $4 enemy y Gln the ſeeds 
'of firife and calumny in their hearts; whate- 
wer was the reaſon of it, they ſeem Mlainly to 
have taken the objection, in the firft part of the 

Sermon, for the preacher's own Sentiments : 
What e Ie could have moved them" to raiſe ſuch 
a hud and general clamour againſt him? -— 
When they had occafion to ſpeak of him, 'twas 
” the name 11 e That ä fellow; 1 
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2045 repreſented as an Arian, which among 


The PREFACE. „„ 
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them is a term .of the higheſt. reproach; Tbey 
charg'd him. with making no more g Jeſus 


Chri than a common Man, and with ſetting 
him belmp Socrates : In @ word, they would 
hardly allow him to be a Chriſtian ; ; and are- 


Aue, was made, that he ſhould never more 


come into their pulpie. Nor was this outcry 

confin'd to Nottingham only, but ſpread thro 
al the country round. about. What the bitter- 
neſs and zeal of this fort of men prompted them 


o ſay, plain and fimple minded people tos readi- 
ty believed, prejudices were taken up, falſe im- 
| pre ons made, and the author's — 80 


er d even to this day. 


ng he it content it ſhould ill offer if the 
* and unprejudic d part of mankind (to 
whom be refers him = grves ſentence againſt 
bim: He hath printed what he preach d, with- 
out altering the 2 oe in any one article, and 
the manner of bis introduction I have _ 
an account of. — Now let the world ſay how 


far they think it conſiſtent with good manners, 


for theſe men of grace to call a ſtranger im- 
pudent fellow, for going into a pulpit, at the 
ſolicitation of his Friend, who (one would na- 


turally think) had authority enough to invite 


him. Let the world judge what mighty Cri- 
ticks the deacons, the elders, and the brethren at 


en are, who in the ſame breath ac- 


I | Fa 


vi Te PREFACE. 

'  Tuſe a nan ef Arianiſm, and with repr repreſenting 
 Fefus Chrift as no better than a meer man. Let 
the world take notice of the frict regard to 
truth and juſtice t we fc in taxing. 2 
perſon with "Greig 75 us Chriſt below Socrates; 
when his ſpeaking of our Saviour's being per- 
fettly virtuous, of bis deſcending from Heaven, 
and being ng poſe d of glory, before he was made 
Halb, and indeed the whole tenor of his dif- 
courſe, where he delivers his own ſentiments, 
evidently proves the contrary. — Finally, Let 
it be Aer d from the air and ee bent 
of the diſcourſe, whether the author does not 
appear rather to have compoſed it to ſerve the 
common cauſe of chriſtianity, than that of any 
party or faction whatever : The expreſſions 
being of ſucb a latitude, and ſo ſcriptural, 
that. Unitarians and Tritheiſts, Athanaſians 
and Arians, might all make uſe of them (as 
they do of the wo f the 5 in their 


(hay A 


22 — my Friend has farraz þ in bis 
attempt to vindicate the charafter of Je 
from reproach, I pretend not to meddle with: 
Nor ſhall I make any remarks on his fiyle 
and manner f arguing : The world will not 


21 expect any thing extraordin 4 from a per- 


fon of five and twenty, with the narrow edu- 
cation of a Nonconformiſt preacher. Befides, 


th — is not whether he has treated the 
| Subject | 


The PRE FACE wi 
ſubje# like a ſholar and divine, but whes 
ther there are in his diſcourſe, pofitions of ſuch 
malignity and danger, as to give juſt occa- 
fon for the noiſe and hard. cenſure with 
cohich. be has been follow'd. —— Senſe and rea 
fon, Tam credibly inform'd, theſe N-—tt—-m 


Connoi 
Mini Her. A topical and verbal Le 
is the one thing neceſſary. —--= With this, 
the preaching f @ x — even after he had 
betray'd his Maſter, might find acceptance; 
without it all that the eleven other e 
ſhould teach, would LL di regarded. 


Having aid what is moſt material, I 
Ralf not = to obviate all the objectiom 
' which may poſſibly ariſe in the Reader's 
mind; only two things it may not be im- 
proper Juft to hint at. FA 


Firſt of all, if it fone e 6 any, 


that the author did not lay bis caſe before 


the world ti 4 _ ow is ths it is * 
anſivere at W the. in 
rr nan bas it entirely in [gdb 
er to complain, or not to complain, an 
10 feet redreſs whenever he thinks pruper.— 
That. it is not becoming the \ ſtats an au. 
thor tales on him, to make the world ac= 
quainted with all | the reaſons. he has for 
MAGE this month or year, rather than 
| another 
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rs, never exact too rigidly of a 
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viii Th PREFACE. 
ok; as may be learnt from Mp. Patt, 
fecond Letter to the important Dr. S$--—. + 
Aud (above all) that no fans of repentance 
have appear d in the people who gave the. 
provocation; on the contrary, they ſeem (like 
evil men and ſeducers) to wax worſe and 
worſe, if one may judge of them by their 
late ridiculous and antichriſtian - behaviour 
to Mr. R--wi--n ; which fame Mr. R--wi-n, 
was be hut maſter of My: SI>-ſs's pen, would 
be the only man in the world to give the 
publick a true idea, what 4 happy mixture 
Scotch Preſbytery, and Engliſh In. 
nale. But as he is not (and indeed very 
Jew! are'!) able to write like Maſter Sl--ſs, 
__ matter. muſe fil be a Hecret. 


If i in 1 the ſecond plate it rs ae ny 
7 raiſe 1 this neſt” of wa 12 K his 
ears, and did nat rather chuſe to preach on 

Hell. which could have given no offence. 
70 this I reply, that among the Diſenters 
fuch fort. oh ſubjects are hard to be found: 

a man dijcourſe' on Chrift's Incarnation, 
Sacrifice, Interceſſion;. or any thing peculiar. 
to. the chriſtian ſcheme,” and does not follow. 
the em and particular cant of the place, 
e be run dun as a Heretick. 2 he 
reaſon on: L ee and judg- 
ment to come, reco a branch of * 55 

axed or rea againſt mw or TOE other 
vice, 
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vice, be all pr 2 gent Beat f 520 ag Ti 


wulzar 9 11 17 
En . e ting 5 


greater vulgar of of 1 Mo ph = | 


mere morality, the dry delight of 
and unſavoury preachers, 50 vhat 
Fr the d. ſenting followers of Chriſt, g fel 
. of late years to fhew their peculiar 1 
| 5 him by flurring morality, and by for ing 
fo themſelves Motions of d N tender e 
perimental 2 Nrain of preaching, 
which (lite the e light ogy Ky 
ſenſe 0 * But i uch 48 are bred in 
o way. Tate ry this is the caſe wth 
all the Diſfenters, but but tis generally ſo; 
and the depteciating morality, however Tres 
proathful it be, is a charge which involves 
not the Laity only, but ome oh their | "IO 
and pared Doc lors. | : 


I cannot conclude without Peck ing my 
Jarprize, that any one who knows the je 7 
and loves his child, ſhould think of pwr fu. 
* a diſſenting Teacher, 3 u not better 
hb 4. Country as ours, to turn bis. 
Houghts t Trade? Or if he muſt ferug 
at the altar, 'to throw him on the Eftabs, 
liſhment ? For there he may bope, a» time 
or other, to be rewarded according 10 hit 
merit ; and if be be of of a ſober life, © 4.8 
in bis Ththee, — he bas bis . 
9 


> 


A 
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* pride, he'll Be reſpected, and well , 
A by bis Pariſh: In 2 and 


converſation he may ſpeak ſentiments, 
and diſcountenance vulgar errors with all 
277 freedom which a. prudent man defires, 

an honeſt inftruttor of mankind ought to 
| uſe hell oy in little danger f teazing from 
Bis bearers about doctrines and Heculations; ; 
and i if that ford. happen (s it rarely 
does) his being independent on "them „ will 
enable him to dep ſe them. 


* On the contrary,. in the Tabrtin. 4 mi- 
Ati ink is flave to a people, which T have 
neither time, nor inclination fully to deſeribe: 
The lber claſe of them, the dregs of An- 
tinomianiſm, fiworn enemies to. reaſon (hich 
they account a carnal. thing) and frigbied 
70 death with tbe Echo of a moral d. 7 
8 — A great number rank enthu- 
faſts ! auh are Wt d to hear of nothing 
Jon the pulpit but manifeſtations and hid- 
ings, comings into and forſakings, reveal- 
ings and dealings, movings and meltings, 
and certain Exerciſes of mind which 
e they pretend to Fals through, between 
* the Spirit on one hand, and the Devil 
« on the other;” "while fancy and dif- 
temper is apparently at the bottom of all. 
Others are for ever tattling and di tputing, 
and catechi ng. their Ys. about points 


11 


W 


Te PREFACE. x 
in religion which it is of little or nd im 
portance, as to practice, how they are de- 
termin d. And of the reſt there are fe 
congregations, comparatively ſpeaking, which ' 
have not in them people who. are difposd . 
to give a Miniſter diſturbance ; too captious 
1 whimfical, or too haughty and over- 
bearing, for a man of letters and ſpirit, 

to Jon, for his own and a family's 


bread, 


As to the buſineſs of ſubſcribing, tile 
Eftabliſhment . — on- 
ly the uſe of the Liturgy, are upon much 
the ſame footing : For what great diffe- 
rence is there between ſubſeribing to thirty 
fix Articles, and to thirty nine? Or where 
is the bardſhip of fubſeribing to five hundred 
after the generous and r de- 
claration which the Church makes in her 
fixth Article? For if we can prove theſe 
ive hundred Articles to be true, may we 
not as well ſet our hand to the truth © 
them, as to that of. Euclid's Propoſitions ? 
And if we can prove them not true, we 
are not requir'd to believe them; nothing 
but what 1s read in the Scripture, or can 
be proved from thence, being reckon'd by 
the Church of England, as an Article of 
Faith, Which obſer vation, if duly weigh'd, 
will help as to account for ſo many wor- 
px” thy 


Kii T@PREFACE © 
thy and -excellent men, living and dying in 


_ the vftabliſid Church, thiugh Ae, fenti- 
ments and writings were evidently conitra- 


3y to the obvious and Fame ſenſe f 
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blot out the Comma. p. 17. J. 4. dele to, after re- 
p. 19. J. 6. for apprehenſiont, tea apprebenfin. 2 1. 
for nd re ead _—_— = 


. 14. Line 12. fot they ſaid, read tei Huld; wh 
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md 3. went a. little "Farebth;. and 


fell on bis ſace and prayed, ſay- 
ing, O my Father, If it be pe he 
let 1225 855 poſe fv. ne 

HE ;niparthlil eee 
V wrote the hiſtory * of Chriſt, and 
of the firſt riſe of his Religion, is 
| what Chriſtians frequently boaſt 
| of; and; I. thinkz with very good 


reaſon : For tho the Men may be | 
fir called party-writers, as they did upon 


2 


* 
* 


ure evidence believe in the divine miſſion of 
eſus, yet is it not eaſy for any one to ſhew, 
herein they , matters, lay falſe co- 


lours, 


. , 
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cumſtances of behaviour in their Maſter, or 
his +firſt follawers, Which w re truly gene- 


W - lv 


Ve- US An ac- 


dſytcler Jeſus 
his\laſt ſuffer. 


fect virtue and righteouſneſs, they — 

ſtow on him, yet muſt be allowed by all to 
carry a difficulty with it, and to furniſh matter 
for a plauſible ↄbjection: Yow'll be the more 
perſuaded of this, if you attend --- to what the 


vangeliſts ſayd on the head; and - to ſome 
pecular parts of our Saviour's character, which, 
if ſeparately conſidered, would lead one to ex- 
pect he ſhould have dy'd with more. readinel 
than any man : The going over theſe two arti 
cles will ſet the objection in its ſtrongeſt light, 
and: the better enable you to judge whether wht 
ſhall afterwards be offered doth entirely remove, .; 
or conſiderably leſſen the difficulty. = 


= 2 0RQ I << © =. + A a bw M's Yew Bo ld dn. oo.” fo 8 2 1 2 


5 | I. In order to judge fairly of the matter, ſet 
us conſider what the Evangeliſts ſay of Chriſt 1;, 
fear of death. 7 


The firſt time (as fares I find) that he ſpalafſ © 
of death with concern, 1s what St, Luke take of 
| 


notice of, Lyke xii. 50. He was telling his hearer 
| _— 


| (>: 

what violent oppoſition the Goſpel would meet 
with thro the p ge Hd corruption of men, 
and that he himſelf ſnould ſaffer death for it; 
I have a baptiſm to be baptized with (ſaith he) 
and how am I ſtraitned till it be cath liſh- 
« d:“ That by baptiſm he meant his ſu 
and death, is plain from Mat. xx. 22. where 
this baptiſm is propoſed by him, as a Teſt of his 
diſciples courage : Now it appears from the or- 
der of the hiſtory, that theſe words were ſpoken 
a conſiderable time before his crucifixion'; the 
hour of his death was not yet at hand, and yet 
it ſeems the diſtant apprehenſion of it gave him 
uneafineſs, as may be concluded from the force 
of the word in the original, which we render 
frraitned : And if the ought of death at this 
diſtance made him uneaſy, tis natural to expect 
that as the time drew nearer, his trouble you 
increaſe : We read accordingly, Jobn Xii. 

pre being! at Feruſalem to keep his laſt, Paſt d- 

prays” to be delivered from dying, 

when 5 44 juſt before told his diſciples, what 

glory the Son of man ſhould-be poſſclſed 'of af- 
ter death: Now is my ſoul troubled,” and 


* what ſhall I ſay? Father, ſave me from this 


* hour,” >" Tt is true by pointing the Text 
otherwiſe we may read it thus: Now is my 
e foul troubled, and what? ſhall I ſay, Father, 
*« ſave me from this hour? No, I cannot fo 
pray, becauſe for this reaſon came I unto this 
„ hour: The words, I ſay, will bear 
to be thus render'd, but then we ſhall 
little by departing from the common tranſlation, 
ſeeing there are other places which plainly con- 
tain the ſame ſenſe, and where criticiſm can 
afford us no relief: For if we read on in our 
Saviour's hiſtory, we * find, that after Ji 
8 


OOO OO VOY, 2 2 IEG AIG 49 17 wary — nn * 12 2 
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_ des was over ,to che chief poets 
| Telus retired by night with the ren iſe 
1 to a PO 

7 ſion of 

proac into A. greater 

ny than ever: He began, ſaith St. Matthes, 

& 4 FP; XXVi. e to be ſorrowful and exceed 

i ſhort time, his, grief con- 

, but growing exceſlive. by degrees, 

firſt to complain to thoſe that 

were with r. and. then to ſeek relief from 


God: To the diſciples he confeſſeth that his 


* Soul was exceeding ſorrowful even * 
te death”, the diſorder he was under was ready 
to; oppreſs him, and he felt in himſelf a pain 
like the agonies of death: Then ordering watch 
to be. 15 he goes a little 2 from em, and, 


=" Frags him in great uantities | bike. —. 
of blood, all ſerying to diſcover the conſter- 
nation he was under! Nay, ſo great was the trial 
that Almighty God who pities the diſtreſſed, 
and whoſe favourable regards were as conſtant 
as his Son's obedience: This merciful God ſent 
him an Angel from heaven to ſtrengthen him, 
and to encourage him to compleat what he had 
DE And it is to this agony. Jeſus was in 

at 


, att Gethſemane, 


$ 5 me,; 
tbo Epiſtle to the Habpetus th reſen to, chap. 


| order of Melctuſedec, 
2 the days of hig fleſh he o 'd up prayers and 


Teſtament of 8 fear of death; it 


(iy) 
ache ny God wh che; uteved | on 


my God, hy haſt thou 
t I ſuppaſe: tlie uthor I. 


the ctoſa, 


picwhere ſpealcing of Chriſt being a ptieſt, after 


faith, that, “ in 


6 fupphcations, with ſtrong crits and trars unto 
e him . from death, 


„ and was heard, ſoon after the thing he! fear d 


56 befel him, 1; e. was recovered from death; 
as Mr. Pierce explains the laſt part of the words. 
This is the account we have in the New 
might be 
ſtrengthned, by comparing it vith ſome paſ- 
ſages in the "Mir ; and particularly with _ 
xxl. where David, by a prophetick ſpirit, is 

par thought to ſpeak the ſenſe which the 
eſſian "had of his ingen © i * vum 

pe the petty and pals, ; 
10 


Fig To the confideration of Geide 5 cirs 
cutaſtances in our Saviour's character, which, 
if ſeparately conſider d, would. lead ene to ex- 
pect he ſhould die with more readineſs than any 
man: We-ſhall: take in the g number of 
theſe, if we conſider him as the Teacher of 2 
new doctrine, as one ly virtuous, 
and as fully aſſured of a ſpeedy eee 
al tranſcendeatly gieren reward. 882. fl 


ö 1. We may conſider cur Sividuraxthe Teacher 
of a new dodtrine ; I will not ſay it was pe. 
culiar to Jeſus of Nazereth to he the Head of 
bon or we to 3 after him; there 

many him among Jeun 
eier but this I may affirm, that no one 


114 s had 


KELLE 


hdr rd lickly, a doctrine fo - 
he Fer 


the he fail to — — 
tion; and it was Jeſus's intention that 


1 — 


poſtles ſhould, Afar ths death; publiſh. k e 
the world, nothing could be more neceffary 


. ie Tis 
his endeavour therefore, through the "Tile of 
his miniſtry, to inure the diſciples to hardſhip 
and ſuffering, and to raiſe them above the fear 
of man: Thus St. Matthew tells us, chap. vii. 
eder he gave them a rebuke for being 
in a ſtorm at ſea; and that he him-- 
* (to ſhew, I ſuppoſe, how: firmly he rely'd 
— God's care) was found aſleep in the hinder 
— $4: oi — When he ſent out the 
— he forewarns them of what 
meet: with, bids them not ho 
OS "bathed treatment then their Maſter, who 
had been : accuſed of holding a en. | 
with devils; and commands them not to fear 
their enemies, Matt. x. 26. And the fame ad- 
vice is given, Luke xii. 4. Fear not them 
* which can kill the body, and do nothing 
<« farther; but fear God who can deſtroy ſoul 
and body in hell.” He reprimands St. Peter 
for being afraid of finki 1 order'd to 
walk —_ the ſea; — ſtill more ſharply 
when this. diſciple expoſtulated with him con- 
cerning-his ſufferings at. Jeruſalem, giving him 
to Fs that, as he himſelf was to * 


— of 


If 


Hh 
1; 


F 
= 


taught 
4A Would not fear, the tagious 
of all paſſions, paſs from the r to the diſ- 
.ciple ? And might they not, in e of their 
timorouſneſs, turn his own — Fohn iii. 16. 


againſt him; The ſervant is not greater than 


« mily was in an agony, what wonder if fear 
4 mn of his houſhold?? 


2. The moral charaQterof Jeſus Chriſt vas per- 
feftly good: No man had ever carried obedience 
to the will of God fo far, nor given ſuch a ſur- 
prizing inftance of it as he had already done by 
N-: from heaven, and taking the body 
pared him; he knew that his 

dying for ke Truth was m_ — God's 7 
intment, and one would na expect he 
ſhould have yielded to it without reluctance; 
eſpecially as his firſt proof of devotedneſs to 
God's will, could not be nien with ns 
ſecond. 1 
No man had ever carried benevolence 10 far, 
or formed a deſign ſo extenſively generous and 
uſeful as Jeſus, who came to promiſe a reſurrec- 
tion to life and glory, to the whole: world of 
the worthy and virtuous: We have heard in- 
deed of ſuch as have cultivated: friendſhip, and 
improv'd the love of their country, ſo as willingly 
to devote themſelves to death for their country 
| or 


(26) 
6# their friendt eſusz one rbuldo imagine heft 
ſnould die in his cauſe with as much more 
readineſs! thumirbeh, as it 1819 nobler and mote 
exited inſtancs / of generoſt brriexolity;i10:rbever 4 mond 
han only ihne ntive land ors ſingle perſon: 
Add toi this hat the Writers of the Neis To 
ment do ini many places dechite; that Chrift _ 
free from all ſin and compleatly vittuous; 
character to which no mbrtal {beſides cal lay 
claim; in 8 nde of uchieh he muſt be fred 
from that àngulſtu and diſtraction of mind, the 
wicked are ſabjedt"to, and froth the uneafineſs 
which the remembrance of ferme erimes fre- 
— octaſions the true płnitent: He was a 
to what guilt meant, nor could ſhame 
and 1755 eprouch;- find! any thing in his inoffeniſi de 
— juſtly to faſten on; God and his 
own conſciehee acquitted him 3 Pilate was con- 
ſtrain'd to confeſs him without fault; Jude 
could not be inſenſible to his -publick' ſervice, 
and none but worldly- minded prieſts, and a. 
blind multitude condemn'd him: = What room 
was there then for Jeſus of Nazareth to feat 
and be aniazed; - who: ſtood Wrapped in 175 
Wer ee and nene it ſelf? * 


9 UI. Our Avhuf dy'd futly perſuaded of yan ; 
ther life, aud that he ſhould meet with a glo- 
rious and magnificent reward. f 
He came forth from God, into whoſe coun- 
{els and purpoſes relating to mankind, he had 
been permitted to enter. He knew the ſecrets 
of the inviſible world, and one principal end of 
his taking fleſh, was to make 1 revelation, of the 
certainty, the time and nature lof a future reeom . 
nce: There was no room therefore for him to 


upon Immortality as a dream, or to fear 
2 being 


7 C | 


being ' firillowed | e er in the gray 
Toolghe at which a ton grows, and arts ba 

with Horror! God had promiſed not to leave b 
re ſoul in Hades, nor fuer him to ſee corruption; 
in which promlſſe he behev'd and confided, Rav- 
ing told the diſciples more than otice, that 
though the Jes would kill him, he ſhould 
riſe again the third day ; Nor was-it a bare; re- 
covery from the grave which our Saviour, ex- 
pected to receive from God, but a change of 
circumſtances. vaſtly for the better: He 
chat after his reſurrection he ſhould aſcend to 
heaven; and that becauſe fleſh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God, his hody 
ſnould undergo a ſecond wansformation; 3 he 
knew that he was to d aſcend on high, lead- 
ing captivity captive,” to receive power and do- 
minion which ſhould laft to the end of Time, 


and to, which all. oppoſite powers, and 
name that is Enemy, ſhould ſooner or — 


be made ſubject: - with ſuch a glorious proſ- 

pe& as this, how will the Son of God go to 
a ſhort and temporary death? with. an air of 
joy and triumph? or trembling and amazed? 
---- You. have already heard what the Eyan- 
geliſts, his own I ay and. I need not 


fepeat it. 


Having thus ſtated the ot5 -eelcn. in its full 
ſtrength, it is now time, 1 5 the deſcription 
of Jeſus's fear, to enquire into the grounds of 
it, and whether it be inconſiſtent with true 
fortitude, and that character of perfect virtue | 
he hath in the New Te lament. . | 


1. To begin with tlie fir, che ATE 2 our 
Saviour's fear. And here I readily own that as 
8 C * 
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to what we commonly -call his. Aeny in the 
Garden, there are no formal and expreſs de- 


clarations of Scripture” to guide us; nothing 


therefore can be expected from me on this 


ſubje& beyond probability, and RR, taken 
from 'the Nature of the Perſon, his ſufferings, 


and other concurring. circumſtances related in 


the Goſpel: I'll mention two or three things, 
and ſubmit it to your Judgment, whether they 


are not agreeable to Reaſon and Scripture, and 


cauſes ſufficient to produce the effect, or whe- 
ther there is occaſion for ſomething further to 
ſolve the difficulty. _ RT: 


(r.) The firſt ground of Chriſt's fear and 
agoriy, 1 ſhall mention, is his knowing before- 
hand, the particular circumſtances of his torment 
and death. a of er ag OP gg 
That he was acquainted with theſe in his Iife- 
time, may, I think, be gathered from-the ex- 


tenſive knowledge aſcribed to him in the facred 


writings, as when in a fax and general way of 
ſpeaking, it is ſaid, He knew all things, and 
that he knew what was in man: And more 


Jy from the particular account of his ſuf- 


5 which he gave the twelve diſciples, 


Mart x. 34. telling them, The Son of Man 


4 ſhould be delivered to the chief - prieſts and 
* the ſcribes ; that theſe ſhould condemn him 


* to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles ; 
that they ſhould mock him and ſcourge him, 


© and ſpit upon him and kill him.“ --- Now 


I imagine that his being thus apprized before- 


hand of every circumſtance of miſery and re- 
proach which befel him, rendred his condition 
more unhappy, and would naturally make him 

E more 


— 


— - 
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Yet - 
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more fathil than if he had been an entire ranger 
to all: A perſon of ſo inoffenſive a behaviour 
as Jeſus Chriſt, one that had given his enemies 
no fair handle to form a legal accuſation a- 
gainſt him, might reaſonably expect, he ſhould 
eſcape the Jewiſb Courts; or if cited thither by 
malice, that he ſhould be acquitted without loſs 
of life; and the more, becauſe the Roman Go- 
yernors, who then judg'd of all capital crimes, did 
not ordinatily trouble themſelves with contro- 
verſies and diſputes relating only to the Few 
Law, as ers from the inſtance of Gallzo, 
A8s xvii. and from the reluctance with which 
Pilate condemned our Saviour: Nay further, 
had one of our Saviour's character ” his fore- 
knowledge excepted) had reaſon to conclude from 
the keenneſs of his enemies reſentment, that if 
ever he fell. into their hands, they would not 
ſuffer him to eſcape alive, ſtill the particular 
effects of their hatred would be unknown, and 
inſtead of certain and evident portions of 
to come, fear would have only that which was 
dark and uncertain to fix upon: It is true when 
the apprehenſion of danger hath diſorder'd 45 
mind we often fear the worſt, and doubti 
ſaid to be worſe than miſery it ſelf; but 4 is 
equally true, that ſelf- love cheriſheth hope, and 
keeps it alive as . = POS catcheth waa 
ns ſhadow e 3 by, bearin 
with preſent affliction from tion of 
change, and willingly deceiving it elf with falſe 
reaſoning, if falſe reaſoning leads the thoughts to 
2 view of eafe and deliverance : And however ca- 
lamity may ſometimes overbear the mind of 
man, by falling ſuddenly upon him, tis certain 
that our ignorance of what 1s future, doth great- 


ly enable us to bear the vexations and troubles 
C 2 of 


.of life; theſe ſhall ſucceed one another v 


to be his companions to the very end of life; 


faſt, as one wave urges on another, and for a 
courſe of years. too, and yet we endure them 


With tolerable patience z3 whereas if we had had 


a diftin& view of them from the beginning to 
the-end, and obſerved in the. ſhort time we have 
to live, how many were our days of mourn- 
ing, and how few were of a better mark. (dies 
melioris note). we ſhould have fainted at the 
proſpect, and not have dared to ſurvive. So that 
we have abundant reaſon to be fatisfied with 
the limits of our underſtanding which hinder us 
from judging with certainty of what js to come; 
and we may alſo conclude, that though Jeſus 
Chriſt was more excellent than his brethren in 
this regard, yet as the word was made fleſh, 
and in the fleſh fear and melancholy, and deſpair 
have their refidence, his more perfect knowledge 
would expoſe him the more to theſe paſſions, 
ard encreaſe his trial and pain. 

IT his foreknowledge of Chriſt, will, Fthink, 
ſufficiently account for his being under diſorder 
at Gethſemane, when as yet no danger appear'd, 
and before his enemies had apprehended him ; 
but as the foreſeeing pain and ſuffering, if theſe 
be flight and inconfiderable, can be no ſufficient 
_ of great and. uncommon fear, therefore I 
add, Be Ts 


(2.) Another reaſon of our Saviour's fear and 
diſorder was, the remarkable ſeverity of his ſuf- 
ferings, and the many circumſtances of' cruelty 
with which his death was attended. 

One cannot read the hiſtory of the goſpel with- 
out obſerying how tenderly Jeſus Chriſt treat- 
ed the Apoſtles, from the time he choſe them 


how 


{0 
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how. he bore with their prejudices and failings, 
provided for them as a Father for his family, 
and upon all juſt occaſions vindicated their actions 


from calumny and reproach; and yet in return 


udas, who was one of the twelve, for the lucre 


of thirty pieces of ſilver, without any other 


motive, as far as appears, for the ſorry price of a 
fave, he betrayed his Maſter's privacy and life 
to his avowed enemies: Which unnatural vil- 
lany and baſe ingratitude could not but awaken 
pur Saviour's reſentment ; and he ſhews the ſenſe 
he had of this wrong, when in a ſevere irony 
he gives the Traitor the title of Friend, and 


aſks him © whether he betrayed the Son of Man 


* with a kiſs ?“ The other diſciples were more 
faithful than to conſpire againſt the life of their 
Lord, and Peter among the reſt ſought to 
reſcue him by violence out of the hands of the 
Jews; but when he refuſed this ſervice, and 
made himſelf voluntarily a priſoner, then (it is 
faid) They all forſook him and fled:“ And 
though Peter, and one other of the twelve fol- 
lowed him after this, being defirous to ſee what 
the Iſſue would be, yet was it at a diſtance 
and under a diſguiſe: For when Peter was 
queſtioned in the Hall, whether he did not be- 
long to Jeſus of Nazareth, he denied it thrice, 
wich oaths and imprecations, and perſiſted in 
this denial, till his Maſter look'd him out of 
countenance, and till ſhame and remorſe forced 
him to withdraw : ---- This was the treatment 
Jeſus met with from his diſciples z Judas un- 
gratefully betrayed him, Peter with oaths denied 
him, and the reſt left him to make his own de- 
fence. | 

As for the Jes, we read, that inſtead of re- 
jecting Judas propoſal with abhorrence (as a 

2 


brave 


Y 


brave and generous people would have done) 
they rejoiced, 'and gladly laid hold of it to com- 
paſs what they had long intended: With the 
Traitor then for their Leader, with a band of 
ſoldiers, with arms and torch-light, they go to 
Gethſemane in the night, to apprehend a perſon 
who ſcorn'd to ſhun the day, as a murderer or 
thief, but ap in places of publick reſort, 
and taught daily in the Temple: Having got 
him in their power, they carry him before the 
great Council, and that he might be murdered 
under forms of Law, Evidence is ſuborned to 
ſwear falſely againſt him: But ſo unexception- 
able had his converſation been, that after all 
their wreſting and abuſe of words, nothing could 
be found which his malicious Judges accounted 
a ſpecious pretence for condemning him; and 
it ſnould ſeem as if all further proceedings would 
have been ſtopt, had not our Lord (who was 
born to bear witneſs to the truth) confeſſed him- 
ſelf the Meſſiah, and ſpoken of his future com- 
ing and kingdom; at the which they all cry 
cout, as in a fit of madneſs, and condemn him, 
without hearing any more, for a Blaſphemer : 
And while they fat to judge him n to 
their Law, they allowed their fervants to ſtrike 
him againſt all Law, to ſpit upon him, to hood- 
wink him, and to treat his prophetical gifts 
with an unſeemly and unwarranted contempt. 
The Romans had taken from them the power 
of life and death; otherwiſe we might have 
read of our Saviour's immediate execution: But 
now he is reſerved for greater ſuffering, and 
Gentile as well as Jeu, muſt reject and abuſe 
him : He is brought' in the morning before 
Pilate, that this Governor might ratify the ſen- 
tence of the Sanhedrim; and to engage him fo 
Soy TU 


10] 


n 


to do, is accuſed by the Prieſts of being a ſe- 


ditious perſon who took the title of King, and 


drew a multitude after him with a bad intent, 
and hinder'd the people from paying tribute to 
the Emperor; things as directly falſe as could 
be invented, and ſaid for no other end, but to 
make him ſuſpected of Pilate, and to procure 
his death : But the Governor perceiving him to 
be a Galilean, and conſidering that the cauſe 
belonged properly to Herod's juriſdiction, he ſent 
the priſoner to him : At the firſt ſight of Jeſus 
Herad was much pleaſed, becauſe he had heard 
of his fame, and — to have ſeen ſome mi- 
racle wrought by him; but when his vain cu- 
rioſity was diſappointed, and he found the go- 
vernment had nothing to fear, he inſulted him 
as a mean and contemptible perſon, ordering 
his ſoldiers to put him on a purple-robe in de- 
riſion and mockery, and to abuſe him for pre- 
tending to be a King, and ſo ſent him back a- 
gain to Pilate. 3441 321 110 
On this occaſion, Pilate, who faw that it was 
matter of mere envy and ſpite, declares openly, 
that he could not find Jeſus guilty of the crimes 


laid to his charge; and that there was the more 


reaſon to think him Innocent, becauſe Herod 


(who underſtood their religion and cuſtoms) 


had ſent him back without paſſing any ſentence 
on him : © I will order him therefore (faith 
he) to be whipped, and then - releaſe him ac- 
e cording to the. cuſtom of the feaſt : * But 
they cried out with one conſent, refuſing the 
releaſe of the holy and righteous Jeſus, and de- 
fired a Murderer to be given them in his place: 
The Governor ſpake to them a ſecond time, 
and a third in Jeſus's behalf, telling them he 
had found nothing worthy of death in him: 

| ml 
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But when he ſaw the multitude; at the mftiga- | 


tion of the chief-prieſts, grow tumultuous and 
mad, after the Jews had taken our Saviour's 
| blood upon themſelves and their poſterity, and 
He had ridiculouſſy waſhed his hands, as tho- 
guilt was to be cleanſed by water; againſt all 
ity, and the judgment Ms his own mind, 
tle = ani ſentence that our Lord ſhould be cru- 


| Fre ſentence, he is put into the hands of 
Pilate's ſoldiers, who, that they might in no- 
thing come behind thoſe of Ben 0 er him a- 

the ſame, or even greater hender than 
he had already bore: They put him on a pur- 
ple- robe, place a crown of thorns on his head, 
and give him a reed for his ſcepter; and when 
arrayed thus in mock-majefty, ' they bow the 
knee before him after the Ea ern manner, and 
cry, Hail King of the Fews,” or elſe oy 
fpit upon him and ſtrike him on the head wi 
the 1 ---- The firſt Begotten of the creati- 
on, the true King of Hrael, whom all the heaven- 
y orders ens, Jeſus the reſurrection and 
the life, ſuffers all that a lewd ſoldiery are 
pleaſed to inflict ! 

The crime for which the Jewiſh council 
condemned our Saviour was blaſphemy, and 
the puniſhment of blaſphemy in Meſess Law 
was ftoning, by which the unhappy ſufferer 
was ſoon put out of his: —_ But the Jews 
require of Pilate that he ſhould ſuffer crucifixion, 
which was a more terrible kind of death, and 
what the Romans inflicted principally on ſlaves 
and the dregs of the people: What was the 
pain Jeſus Chriſt endured, when from nine in 
the morning, till three in the afternoon he hung 


upon- the crols, with his hands and his feet * 
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P 
ed to it, his wounds large enough to cauſe him 
great anguiſh, though not ſoon to be mortal, 
what - was he — Fa _— fix hotrs*of 
dying, it is not po for w to expreſs: 
The moſt ſevere puniſhment our nation inflicts, 
that of being burnt alive, is a mercy to it: It 
ſhould ſeem too that to make his torment un- 
commonly ſevere, they refuſed the ſtupifying 
potion ordinarily given to malefactors, and in 
the room of it, offered him vinegar in his thirſt: 
And to crown all, and make their barbarity 
as deviliſh as might be, they inſult over him 
and revile him when his pain was extreme, and 
he was in the agonies of death: ---- Had Jeſus 
been guilty of all they laid to his charge, he 
ſuffered what juſtice requir d, and in that caſe 
eyry good-natur'd man would Pity rather than 
reproach him : But now he ſuffers wrongfully, 
and yet faith the Hiftorian, Luke xxii. 35. The 
* rulers with the people derided him, faying, 
« He faved others, let him fave himſelf if he 
„be the Mefliah, the choſen of God: The 
* ſoldiers alſo mocked him, faying, If thou be 
* the king of the Fetus, fave thy ſelf: And one 
of the ors railed on him, and faid, 
If thou be the Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf and us:“ 
A weak and ſuperſtitious company! They 
thought it impoſſible for the Methah to be the 
well-beloved Son of God, and have his continual 
favour, when they ſaw him in ſuch circum- 
ſtances of ſuffering and pain: They had no no- 
tion of his being made perfect by death, and 
that it was neceſſary (according to God's ap- 
ointment) he ſhould firſt ſuffer, before he en- 
red into glory; but imagin'd he was ſtricken 
and ſmitten of God, when it was their own 
ranſgreſſion and cruelty which wounded ws 
D an 
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and-hg bore the grief. they were the Authors of, 
Ia. lu, 49 5. Nor can any part of their wicked- 
nels. be pared with this laſt execrable in- 


ſtance. of \e OED oo ſhake Trp conf. 


dence in 80 325 re ws our Saviour's 
ering as the op pleaſure ; and. 


their boldly 3 0 g the Alm to de- 
liver his Son f an Croſs, OT xxvii. 4g. 
- Truſt in God, and the hope of his friend. 
ſhip, is a good man's laſt ſupport; it was, no 
doubt, ſo to Jeſus Chriſt, and yet theſe wick- 
ed: Jews labour to take it away! 
ow let any man confider this account of 
Chrift's ſuffering and death; let him compare 
it with the Ber and uſeful life he led, 
and with the glory he had before he was made 
Beth, and then ay whether it is improbable 
h ſhould ti = with horror, and the Sun 
2 his light at the crucifixion; whether 
many that oo: a how he ded, had not rea- 
u, at their returning from ſo melancholy x 
ght, to ſmite their breaſts for very grief; 
and. whether Jeſus, who had 2 diſtin& know- 
ledge of what he was to endure Waage it hep 
peed; had not reaſon to be afraid. 


(3.) The only other reaſon I or for our 
Saviour's fear — death (and what principally 
rely on) is his ſenſe of the important conſequences 
The depended. on his dying well. 

If we only 55 2 1 of Nazareth, as a 

t man w in a corrupt age, to 
great a new Ane of 2 be 
an illuſtrious 2 aple of it, it behoved him to 
die in his cauſe, if ever called to it: „For, i 
after all he had gad. in favour of Truth and 
Virtue, he ſhould at laſt recant, _ ON 


we 


S SFA. 


e 
_is life by lying and falſhood, men would na- 
turally be led to queſtion his ſincerity througi- 
out, and his former inſtructions would loſe their 
force: Moreover, as Life is a time of trial, and 
the days of Man are full of miſery, he that 


would recommend, by his own practice, the 


whole ſyſtem of virtues 2 to mankind, 
muſt exemplify patience, and meekneſs, and forti- 


| tude, as well as temperance and moderation, 


and fuch as belong to proſperity : But beſides 
the character of a Teacher of morals (which 

eſus Chrift well deferves) he aſſumed that of a 

rophet too, and one that came down from 
heaven : He pretended to make a revelation of 
what was the true ftate of things preſent and 
future, and by preaching up a reſurrection and 
an eternal life, to render the motives to virtue 
ſtronger than they were before: He ſpake alſo 
of the change which ſhould be made in his o. 


circumſtances, declaring at the time he appeared 


like a common Man, that hereafter he would 
raiſe the Dead, and fit univerfal Judge of the 
world: Now it is convenient that a perſon who 
makes fuch uncommon pretenſions, ſhould have 
ſomething more than His bare word to gain him 
attention and credit ; and therefore we read of 
many Miracles wrought by our Lord, and in an 
open manner, fo as to remove all juſt ſuſpici- 
on of craft and juggle: Thefe Miracles indeed 
did not fatisfy all that were witneſſes to them; 
ſome maliciouſty faid, He wrought them by a 
Fog which the Devil tent him, and others 


of him a figri from heaven: The firſt of 

theſe he confutes ; the ſecond he gives to know, 

they ſhould have no other ſign than that of the 
ophet Jonah ; for as Jonah was three days and 

nights in the belly wah Lov. and after 3 4 
| | . 
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caſt out alive, ſa would He, the Meſſiah, riſe again 
after he had been as long a time in the earth, 
Matt. xii. 39, 40. --- Here the credit of his Miſ- 
fion and Teſtimony is plainly put upon the ſingle 
article of his riſing again after death; a thing 
which it highly concerned him to verify and 
make good ! for as the miſcounting a fingle cy- 
pher will make the ſum total fall ſhort of or ex- 
ceed the truth, ſo a Prophet's failing in one par- 
ticular event, and eſpecially his being found 
falſe in what he had made the teſt of his veraci- 
ty, will depreciate all former miracles,. and ruin 
his credit for ever: And had it ſo happened that 
our Saviour, after he had made this declaration, 
had continued under the power of death like 0- 
ther men, he might without injury have been 
deeni'd a Cheat and Impoſtor: And then--- his 
amazing condeſcenſion in becoming an Infant and 
taking fleſh, his poverty and ſelf-denial, hunger 
and thirſt, wearineſs and reproach, and all the 
hardſhips through which he paſſed in the courſe 
of his miniſtry, would be all to no 8 
Then - the extraordinary power of working 
miracles, which he had exerted upon the deat, 
the lunatick, and the blind, and upon thoſe who 
laboured under ſundry diſeaſes and torments, 
would ſerve no other end, than merely giving 
relief to theſe objects; and thoſe 1 00 ai 
courſes wherein be had ſpoken of the day of 
Judgment and Recompence, of the final diffe- 
rence which ſhould be, made between good and 
bad, and the immortality his ſubjects ſhould poſ- 

leſs, would paſs for words of conjecture or deceit. 
Then was it impoſſible for him to have been 
our High- prieſt, Heb. viii. 4. nor could he have 
entred with his blood into the holieſt of all to 
obtain eternal redemption; and all advantage 
| 4 We 
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we receive from his oblation and interceſſion 
would be loſt, and Jeſus would neither be Pro- 


phet nor Prieft to his Chur. 
Then alſo --- the Holy Ghoſt would not have 


- deſcended, nor the Apoſtles have preached up a 


reſurrection; or if they had they would have been 
found falſe witneſſes, and the faith of their pro- 
ſelytes been vain : The Gentile world would have 

continued in their ſins, and all that ſlept in the 
faith of Chriſt, would have periſhed, 1 Cor. xv. 


17, 18. In a word, there —— have been no ſuch 


thing as Chriſtianity in the world, but Deiſm, 
this favourite Deiſm of the day! would haye | 
been all in all. | 7 
Finalh, If our Lad had not riſen again, he 


could not have been exalted by God to have a 


name above every name, to be the Head of the 


Church and Judge of the world, but would have 


loft all that glory he is now poſſeſſed of, and 
which he ſhall hereafter manifeſt before Men and 


Angels. 


Such are the conſequences of Chrif's not c riſing 
from the dead. And yet when I read, in Phil. iii. 
8,9. © That: becauſe he was obedient to the 
death of the croſs, for this reaſon God highly 
« exalted him, ” I am fully perſuaded, if when 
he was reviled, he had reviled agam, and ren- 
dred evil for evil; if inſtead of bearing witneſs 
to the truth, and praying for his Enemies, he had 
died with a ke in his mouth, and malice in his 
heart, a God of infinite redtitude- would have 


left him in the grave, and he had there ſeen 
| corruption. 


Here then, Timagine, the difficulty ariſing from 
Jeſus's fear of death opens it ſelf, and in a great 
meaſure diſappears: The objection ſuppoſeth it 
8 that a * with ſuch a proſpect of 


recom- 


| n 
recompence and glory, as our Eord ſhonld be a- 
fraid af aying; . death was almoſt the im- 
mediate gate to honour, and the intereſt of the 
world (Which rk pt form _— WTO 80 
fo great! ted thereby: An , that 
his hope a hee was OY w_ Xa wo to 
mankind more eſpecially, was the very 
reaſon of his br peer . he 900 2 either of 
theſe affections was in him, - muſt - 9 
not ta miſcarry, proportionably increaſe: Was it 
only the Ate of loſs of honour, and the 
being reputed a Deceiver, together with the loſs 
of the kingdom he was to receiye at his aſcenſion, 
which entred our Saviour's thoughts, when he 
viewed his ſufferings beforehand, this alone was 
ſufficient to give him great uneaſineſs; but when 
we conſider that every thing perſonal, and which 
concerned his private ber, was as nothing, if 
eompared with the deep and unexampled- love 
Jeſus bore to mankind, and that his Soul was ina 
manner wholly intent on their happineſs: If we 
conſider him taking a view of the ſlippery and 
difficult path he had to tread, and obſerving how 
the welfare of his beloved diſciples, of helievers 
im all ages, and of the world in general, would 
be affected by his fall, then may we appeal to all 
that know what generoſity and- benevolence mean, 
whether it is likely the Redeemer of the world 
ſhould remain inſenfible, or whether it is not more 
natural to expect he ſhould tremble and be diſ- 
mayed : ---- The ſtrong affection Jeſus had to 
mankind, his previous view of the ſeverity of his 
ſufferings, and his fear of miſcarrying and involv- 
ing a World in his ruin, theſe I aſſign as the moſt 
probable cauſes: of his agony in the Garden, and 
the concern which he at other times expreſſed 
when he made mention 'of his ſufferings and 
death. Tou'b'll 
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.. You'll fay;, it may be, chat this is a more ge- 
nerous wa of accounting for our Saviour's fear, 
than the {1 uppoſing him a ſingers and that Al- 
mighty God in high diſpleaſure made him ſuffer 
in fix hours time an eternity of puniſhment ; but 
after all how doth his agony agree with that cha- 
racter of perfect virtue, which the New Teſtament 
beſtows on him? I anſwer; perfectly well; be- 
cauſe in human nature, Fear, or any other affec- 
tion, if it be not diſproportionate to its, _ 
and doth not hinder us from doing our duty 
conſiſtent with true fortitude and 'virtue : — 
we are to conceive of the Word made fleſh, or the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, as under the influence of fleſh 
and blood, ſubje& to hunger and wearineſs, to 
fear and deſire, love and hatred, in the ſame man- 
of” we are; for it is ſaid, He was tem 
& (or tried) in all things like unto his brethren” 
and therefore his ations are to be judged of in the 
ſame way : But we know a Man — more to be 
blamed =o being * bject to fear, than for being 

t it is danger which puts 

valour to 5 — tral; that where there is no know - 
e or ſenſe of danger, tis the ſame thing as 
if was no danger at all, and that the higheſt 
fortitude is oftentimes accompanied with the 
eſt ſenſibility: An army that marcheth fear- 
Hand _—_— . within reach of Jr Enemies 

when know nothing of any bei 
planted againſt in diſcover no great - — 
ut if thoſe who lead them on, are ſenſible of all 
the danger, and fear the conſequences, and yet 
dare to advance from the Love of their 

and its Liberty, this in them is true Valour and 
deſerving of praiſe: Tis a falſe philoſophy which 
teacheth us to extinguiſh and not to regulate our 
paſſions : Tis a falſe e Heroiſm, and what fights a- 
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gainſt feeling and the nature of things, is "M 
whieh reduces the Hero to à ſtate of inſenſibili- 
and makes him literally as unſhaken as a rock 


.3 


beaten by the waves: Nor can we, without of- 


fending againſt good ſenſe, accuſe Jeſus Chriſt 


of meanneſs of ſpirit, for weeping at 'Lazarus's- 
tomb, or trembling at G ethſemant, at the appre- 
henſion of pain and reproach, which it is natu- 
ral for all men to avoid and fra. 
As to his fear being diſproportionate to its ob- 
; *tis what we cannot aſſert without incur- 


* the ſuſpicion of being bad Chriſtians: For if 
e have duly confidered the deplorable ſtate, 


which the world, by a gradual corruption, was 
fallen into, and the At it had of a' reformation 
at Chriſt's appearance; if we have thought of the 
plain' tendency which the doctrines of 7 
5 have to compaſs this reformation; the f 
encouragement it offers to all Who are willing rp 
leave their vices, andthe powerful Motives to 


virtue, which ariſe from that immortal life, the 


Goſpel reveals; if we have well examined what 
is the merciful Tenor of the Covenant, under 
which we live, how reaſonable are its terms, how 
many and glorious its promiſes, and what ſtrong: 

conſolation it affords the true Chriſtian in life an 

in death; if we have a juſt value for our privi- 
leges, and a proper notion of our Saviour's love. 
to the world, we ſhall not eafily fay, He was 
more concerned than the matter required, when 
he was ſore amazed at the thought of Mankind's 

miſſing,” thro” his default, all thoſe” benefits his 
Father deſigned them: And the Adverſaries of- 
Chriſtianity muſt Hirſt prove, the world would 
have loft nothing, had Jeſus ſunk under his ſuf- 
ferings, before they can call his Fear ſuperſtitious; * 
as all Fear is, whieh hath a falſe object, or which 


repreſents the thing feared greater than the Truth. 
; But 


A TE 

- | Bot that which moſt effeQually proves our da- 
'viour's fear of torment and death to be confiftent 
with fortitude and perfect righteouſneſs, is its not 
hindering his ſubmiſſion to the will of God and 
doing his duty: The firſt apprehenſions that hu- 
man nature had of ſo ſevere and bitter a potion 
made him defire to eſcape it; and having no no- 
tion of the abſolute neceſſity of his dying, but 
conſidering it as a matter of order and arbi- 
trary appointment, he prays that If it might 
4c be” if it was conſiſtent with God's wiſdom, 
and his glory, and the good of mankind would 
be equally promoted, that then he might be 
delivered from approaching death; but this fear 
of dying, and defire of deliverance is kept with- 
in due bounds z for he adds in the ſame breath, 
« Nevertheleſs not my will, but thine be done.” 
If thou in infinite wiſdom knoweſt it to be fit and 
convenient for me thus to die, Tacquieſce entirely, 
and ſubmit to thy moſt holy will and pleaſure :--- 
Here is human nature drawn to the life; a natu- 
ral deſcription of the conflict between paſſion and 
reaſon, between the fleſh which the Son of God 
aſſumed, and that ſpirit of holineſs by which he 
was ever actuated ! The firſt onſets o on are 
violent, and almoſt over-bearing; but when rea- 
ſon hath reſolution enough to ſtand upon her de- 
fence, ſhe always triumphs : --- So did our Lord 
triumph over his fears, and leave them vanquiſh- 
ed in the garden! For when he perceiv'd, that 
God (inſtead of altering the appointment of his 
dying) ſent him an Angel from heaven to en- 
courage and ſtrengthen him in finiſhing what he 
had begun, he receives the conſolation, and pre- 
ſently recovers from his agony : So that when his 
Enemies came to apprehend him, He ſought not 
to ſecure himſelf by flight or violence, but _ 
E uy 


& As 
dily, became a priſoner: And throughout the 
8 of his ul and ſuffering, he diſcover'd the 
trueſt courage and greatneſs of mind, with a mix- 
ture of ſurprizing meekneſs and patience, which 
prov'd him to be as free from Malice, as he was 
from Fear : In a word, he hath in his ſuffering 
left us an example highly deſerving of our imi- 
tation; for the manner of it was blameleſs: 
There was no guile in his mouth, when he was 
reviled, he did not return the reviling; when in · 
jured, he did not threaten, but committed his 
cauſe to God who judgeth righteouſly; and by 
ſubmitting to — e he bore the puniſhment 
of our fins, which is death in his own body, 
1711. | NT | 
The true knowledge of human nature then, 
will, I ſuppoſe, ſufficiently vindicate our Saviour's 
behaviour from the imputation of ſuperſtition and 
the want of courage and magnanimity: But if 
we turn the matter another way, and fay that one 
end of Jeſus Chriſt's becoming man, was to ſhow 
the world, by his own example, what true virtue 
is, and what meekneſs, fortitude and contempt of 
death ought to be in mankind; if we can prove 
that God was well pleas'd 8 every part of his 
Son's behaviour, and hath recommended it to 
our imitation, then it will follow, that the life of 
Chriſt is the ſtandard by which all actions, and 
all ſyſtems of philoſpphy are to be meaſured ; 
that the wiſe-man of the Stoicks is a creature of 
the imagination, without juſt proportion and 
ſhape ; that Zpicurus's contempt of death, pro- 
ceeded rather from ignorance than a of 
ſoul ; that Cato's ſelf-murther was the effect of 
cowardiſe ; and in ſhort, that neither fear of 
danger, nor any other natural affection is blame- 
worthy, unleſs it grow to exceſs, and hinder us 


from 


* 
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tom doing what is reaſonable. --» And this is l 


[ have to ſay on the ſubject. 5 | 


From what hath been laid down, we may briefs | 


ly infer, 


, What is the reafon our Lord . 


more concern'd at the apprehenſion of death, than 
perhaps Socrates, Seneca, and many Chriſtian 
rs. For not to mention again the foreknow- 
ledge which he had of his fi 8 "tis certain 
ly one thing to die in a Bath by bleeding, or in 
priſon by a draught of poiſon; and another thing 
to undergo crucifixion, with the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of pain and reproach, we have ſpoken of 
above: _ above all, *tis one thus to die - = 
capacity ot a private on, or as 1erving a 
mt of mankind in E degree, by ſuffer- 
ing with conſtancy, and another thing to be join- 
ed in intereſt with the whole world, as our Sa- 
viour was, and to have the happineſs of all ages 
to the end of Time, ſo cloſely united, with his 
obedience unto death, | | 
Secondly, We are inſtructed by the Example of 


Jeſus, how to behave our ſelves, in Adverſity and 


Trouble. --- He began, faith the Evangeliſt, to 


be exceeding ſorrowful and heavy; and being 


* withdrawn a little _ from his diſciples, he 
« prayed-ſaying, O Father, if it may be, let this 
cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs not as I will, 
„but thy will be done.” So ſhould we pray 
under great preſſures and calamities, that God 
in. pity to our frailty would remove them from 
us; ſubmitting at the ſame time, to his infinite 


wiſdom, who manageth all human affairs with- 
out controul, and who knows infinitely better 
than us, by what methods our happineſs will 
be moſt promoted. And if we are thus ſub- 

| ; miſſive, 
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. 1 — 4 Finally, it ſh 


